
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Question:  My gourds and squash plants are covered with numerous nasty looking brown bugs.  How do 

I get rid of them and are they going to kill my plants? 

Answer:  If your squash plants weren’t killed by the squash vine borer than they are the likely target of 

another pest called the squash bug.  The squash bug can be one of the most numerous and problematic 

pests for various squash, gourds and pumpkin plants.  Both the young and the adults suck sap from the 

leaves and stems, while injecting a toxic substance into the plant causing it to wilt and eventually die. 

An adult squash bug is very noticeable, 5/8 inch long and 1/3 of an inch wide and can be mottled grey or 

light brown.  The younger nymphs are whitish to greenish grey with a black head and black legs.  The 

adults have a flat back and similar to a stink bug, they release a bad odor when squished.  There can be 

various stages of the insect on one plant at any time.  The eggs can be found on the underside of the 

leaves.  They are oval shaped and yellowish brown. 

Found throughout the United States, they overwinter in protected areas and emerge in our area around 

June.  The females lay eggs along the veins of the leaf surface usually in a diamond or V-shaped pattern.  

Each egg mass is made up of seven to twenty eggs and she can continue to lay eggs for more than a 

month.  The eggs hatch in one to two weeks and it takes four to six weeks for the nymphs to pass 

through five larval instars.  After the fifth instar it goes into a resting stage finishing its growth into an 

adult.  There is only one generation per year. 

The sucking feeding behavior of the squash bug interferes with the normal nutrient transfer in the plant.  

Feeding first appears as yellow spots which eventually turn black and dry out.  Smaller plants may be 

killed entirely but larger plants may only lose one or several runners.  Damage can be mistaken for 

bacterial wilt if their presence is not first identified.  

To help reduce squash bug damage proper cultural controls will keep the populations down.  Removing 

debris around the planting area will help reduce overwintering squash bugs.  Trapping is another option.  

Placing a board near the plants at night will attract the squash bugs to spend the night there.  In the 

morning the bugs can be collected and disposed of in the trash.  Lastly using resistant varieties will help 

reduce damage.  
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